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COURSE RULES/POLICIES

Welcome!  We are looking forward to working with you and your dog!  For the class to go smoothly and safely, please review and adhere to the policies below.

· For the health of all concerned:

a. Dogs/puppies must have been in the owner’s household for 10 days prior to the first class with dogs.
b. Puppies over the age of 14 weeks must have rabies vaccination.  Clear documentation must be provided.
c. Proof of Distemper/Parvo (DHLLP).  Clear documentation must be provided.  Puppies must be started on their Distemper/Parvo series.

d. Dogs/puppies  must be healthy to attend a class with  people and other dogs. They must be  free of all internal and external parasites.
e. If your dog/puppy is not feeling well (sneezing, coughing, diarrhea, etc.,)- please come to class but leave your dog/puppy at home.  

· Keep your dog on leash at all times in and around the building. Owners are responsible for any and all damage incurred by their dogs to other dogs, people, and/or property.
· If your dog eliminates in class or outside the building, please clean up and dispose of waste in a proper receptacle.

· Supplies/equipment you will need to bring to each class:  6' walking leash (no retractable leashes) and regular buckle or flat collar (your dog should be acclimated to wearing these before the class), favorite toy or two; and favorite treats (pea-sized, soft, high-value treats); if you are using any type of training equipment, please bring it, and your instructor will evaluate its use.  If the course involves the use of any other supplies (such as a blanket, mat, or chair), your instructor will advise of this on or before the first night of class.

· Class attendance is important—it will allow you to get the most out of the course.  Many exercises rely on having a group present, and many of the lessons build from week to week.  Please also consider that training at home and doing homework is part of the commitment to this course; it will help you achieve your training goals and keep up with your fellow students. 

· It is best if one family member takes charge of your dog’s training.  This person should be the one to bring the dog to each class for the entire course.  

· Regarding children/additional family members in class: Children/family members are only allowed to observe (not handle or be in charge of the dog in any way at any time) class upon instructor approval IN ADVANCE. Some classes/programs may not be able to accommodate children or extra family members and generally, only one extra family member will be permitted. The instructor reserves the right to enforce any limitation, and to do so at any point during the course. 
· In case of inclement weather, or other emergencies, the instructor will notify each class participant if class needs to be cancelled—via e-mail and phone message. 
· This course is not designed for dogs with aggression or other serious behavioral issues.  Any dog exhibiting serious behavioral issues, as determined  by the instructor, will not be permitted to continue the course. However, the handler may still come and observe the class.  We are sorry, but there are no refunds in this case.  If you have any questions as to your dog’s suitability for the course, please speak with the instructor at least 7 days prior to the beginning of the first class.

· Refund and cancellation policies are established by the recreation department that sponsors the class; please contact them for details.

· Due to insurance regulations, we do not accept wild canine crosses or hybrids including but not limited to wolf –dog hybrids, coy dogs, etc.
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Student Information Form
Handler’s name: ___________________________________________________
Occupation(s): ____________________________________________________
Home phone:
________________________   Other phone:__________________________
Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________   

City/State/Zip:
______________________________________________________________
E-mail address:__________________________________________
Name of additional family member: ________________________ Age: ____  Relationship to handler: _______________

Dog’s name:  ___________________________________     Dog’s  sex (circle):   M  F     Neutered or spayed (circle)?  Y  N
Breed or predominant mix:  __________________________________        Dog’s age as of the first class:  ____________

How long have you had your /dog? ______________________________________________

Where did you get your dog?  __________________________________________________
Why did you get your dog? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Are there any particular problems you want to work on with your dog?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are your goals for you and your dog during this class? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is your experience with dog training?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
What training equipment  or approaches do you use (or have you tried in the past) with your dog?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Has your dog ever growled at, bitten, barked threateningly at, or just seemed uncomfortable with: (Check all that apply)
( Other dogs      (  Any person       ( You       ( Other : ________________________________      
If so, please describe:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is there anything you’d like your instructor to know about you or your dog?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Where did you hear about this class (please be specific)?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you have interest in doing therapy dog work with your dog?  _______________
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WAIVER
I understand that attendance in a dog obedience training class, puppy workshop, private training sessions, consults or other events (hereafter referred to as “ a Gold Star Event”) is not without some risk, and that despite all dogs appearing healthy, and being handled with the greatest amount of care and foresight, dogs are not always predictable and the unexpected may occur.  

I hereby assume any and all risks that would customarily and ordinarily occur by my participation in dog handling, dog movement or activities on site.  In consideration for my acceptance and participation in a Gold Star Event, I hereby waive and release Gold Star Dog Training LLC, its owners, employees, independent contractors, volunteers, and agents (hereafter referred to as “Gold Star et. al.) from any and all liability of any nature, for any injury or damage which I or my dog may suffer, including specifically, but without limitation, any injury or damage caused by the action of any dog or any dog handler.


I hereby agree to indemnify and hold harmless Gold Star et. al. from any and all claims, or claims by any member of my family or any other person accompanying me to a Gold Star Event, as a result of any action by any dog, including my own, or as a result of any action by any dog handler.

I hereby agree to indemnify and hold harmless Gold Star et. al. from all liability for any loss, damage or injury to persons, animals or property arising from or related to my dog.


I also understand the potential health risk in exposing a young puppy, without complete disease immunity, to other dogs.  I release Gold Star Dog et. al. from any liability relating to this.

I understand that it is my responsibility to keep my dog current on vaccinations, but I recognize that dogs may still be susceptible to various diseases in spite of the vaccinations.

_____________________________________________  
Date:  _______________________

Signature of Owner or Authorized Agent (in case of a minor, a parent or guardian must sign)

______________________________________________________________________________________

Printed Name of Owner

Street




City



State


ZIP
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